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cities and towns where the local black community had launched protest movements participated in these civil rights campaigns. In the Baton Rouge, Louisiana, bus boycott in 1953, Southern University students refused to ride the buses and supported the local protests, as was the case with Alabama State College students in Montgomery during that year-long boycott campaign. In Tallahassee, the arrest of two students from Florida A&M University, Wilhemina Jakes and Carrie Patterson, in May 1956 for refusing to move to the rear of the bus served as the precipitating event in the local bus boycott. Florida A&M students and faculty members worked closely with Rev. C. K. Steele in carrying out a civil rights campaign that lasted over eight months.8 In other southern cities and towns where black colleges were located, when members of the local black community launched a series of civil rights protests in the 1950s, black students were active participants.9
The second pattern was for black students to initiate their own protests that were sometimes supported and expanded by members of the local black communities. This was the case with the protests and sit-ins organized by the members of the NAACP Youth Councils in Kansas, Oklahoma, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and other states. The major difference between student sit-ins in the late 1950s and those launched in February 1960 was that the latter protest ushered in a new phase in the black freedom struggle in the United States led by black and white students.
After the North Carolina A&T students launched the sit-in campaigns in Greensboro on 1 February 1960, they were followed within a week by black and white college students in Raleigh and Durham. And according to Clayborne Carson, by the end of that second week, "more sit-ins had occurred in the North Carolina communities of Charlotte, Fayetteville, High Point, Elizabeth City, and Concord. On February 10 [1960], Hampton, Virginia became the first city outside North Carolina to experience student sit-ins. Protests occurred soon afterward in the Virginia cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth. By the end of February, Nashville, Chattanooga, Richmond, Baltimore, Montgomery, and Lexington were among the over thirty communities in seven states to experience sit-ins. The protests reached the remaining southern states by mid-April."10 Southern University student Major Johns asked Rev. T. J. Jemison to discuss the possible spread of the student sit-in movement to Louisiana at a meeting held on campus on 7 March 1960. On 16 March 1960, however, the State Board of Education, which had authority over Southern University, issued a statement that "warned all college presidents in Louisiana under its jurisdiction that they are expected to take stem disciplinary action against any student or students involved in incidents which would discredit the institution or the state educational system."11 Southern University president Felton G. Clark, who had kept the school under tight reins since 1938 when he took over the presidency from his father James Clark, issued directives informing staff and students about the State Board's directive and asked Baton Rouge community leaders to discourage students from participating in demonstrations. However, on Monday, 28 March, seven Southern University students conducted a sit-in at the Kress store lunch counter and within 20 minutes were arrested. Although the bond was set at $1,500 each, it was soon raised by a local citizens' committee formed within the black community, and the students were released. The following day, two more Southern students were arrested after sitting in at Sitman's Drug Store, and seven other students were arrested for sitting in at the lunch counter at the Greyhound Bus Terminal. Upon hearing of the latest arrests, on Wednesday 206 morning, 30 March, approximately 3,000 Southern students marched through downtown Baton Rouge to the state capital buildings and held a rally and prayer vigil. When President Clark learned of the sit-ins and marches, he called a meeting of several faculty members and administrators and soon announced that the 16 students who had been arrested, and Major Johns who organized the rally and prayer vigil, had been expelled from the university. The following day, hundreds of students held a rally on campus and decided to boycott classes in support of the 17 expelled students.12 James McCain, a field organizer for the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), arrived in Baton Rouge from New Orleans to offer his and the organization's support to the student protesters. Two days into the boycott, President Clark ordered university staff to begin contacting parents to inform them that their children were engaging in "riotous behavior" on campus. This move backfired, however, and parents began summoning their sons and daughters home. Hundreds of students began submitting withdrawal slips. To try and halt the withdrawals from the university, Clark announced that the slips were only valid if cosigned by parents. On 2 April, Rev. Jemison and other Baton Rouge leaders offered to negotiate a settlement and held several meetings with Clark and members of his staff. President Clark also agreed to meet with eight of the expelled students. Following that meeting, the eight students announced their intention to leave the university, but urged the others to return to class. Though disappointed, most students accepted the student leaders' recommendation to end the boycott.13
The following day, however, President Clark demonstrated bad faith by ordering the expulsion of another student. Student leaders rallied those on campus and urged them to withdraw from the university. Although the local citizens' committee that had raised the bail money for students was discouraged by President Clark from providing funds for transportation home, by the weekend hundreds of students had abandoned the campus. Over 1,000 students attended another rally on campus on Monday, 4 April, including the remaining nine students who had been bailed out of jail by the local citizens' committee. Although estimates differ, between 700 and 1,000 students left Southern University, never to return. October the Louisiana supreme court upheld the convictions. However, led by NAACP Legal Defense Fund's Jack Greenburg, the convictions were appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, and in the first ruling stemming directly from the student sit-ins, the justices held that there was no evidence to suggest that the students' "peaceful and orderly conduct" could be considered "disturbing the peace" and the convictions were overturned. Justice William O. Douglass went further in his opinion, arguing that privately owned lunch counters operated under public licenses and these facilities were open to the public. Therefore, discriminatory practices enforced by state law constituted denials of equal protection. 16 Throughout the remainder of the 1960s student activism at Southern University followed the patterns that emerged in 1960. In December 1961 and January 1962, Southern students who were arrested for participating in nonviolent demonstrations at downtown Baton Rouge department stores were also expelled from the university by President Clark. In response the student body rallied and launched a boycott of classes that disrupted the entire spring 1962 semester. Hundreds of students withdrew from the university and never returned.17 Southern students and former students who became civil rights activists working for CORE in Louisiana launched a "wade-in" in July 1963 At Southern University, the largest public black college in the United States throughout the 1960s, certain patterns of student protest emerged in 1960 and persisted throughout the decade. Students organized or joined in nonviolent direct action protests launched by the local black community, and many were arrested. When the student protesters were expelled from the university, rallies were held on campus and classes were boycotted. In every instance the university administration cooperated with the police and sought to prevent student activists from returning to campus. In the wake of the actions on the part of the university officials, students withdrew from the university, and many never returned. In virtually every instance, the social changes demanded by student activists were eventually made, including the end of racially discriminatory practices at local stores, 208 The African National Congress (ANC) and Pan-African Congress (PAC), which had been committed to nonviolence in their campaigns to end apartheid and the Afrikaner policy of "separate development," and to gain "one man, one vote" in the political arena, shifted their strategies in the wake of the Sharpville massacre. The ANC created "Umkhonto we Sizwe" (Spear of the Nation), which engaged in sabotage against the apartheid government, and the PAC formed POQO (We Stand Alone), which pursued acts of terrorism against the non-black population. The increased state repression in the form of mass arrests, incarceration, bannings, torture, and clandestine executions that began in the mid-1960s created a political vacuum for black South African activism that was soon filled by students.27 Prior to December 1968, although it was officially banned from black college campuses, black African university students belonged to the National Union of South African Students (NUSAS), a multiracial student organization dominated by liberal white South African students. "Despite its multiracial membership," wrote South African historian Martin Legassick, "NUSAS was essentially white-populated, white financed, white-led and white controlled, although its policies ran counter to the nationally dominant white consensus." Black African students were not only marginal to the organization, they "in some instances were callously used and manipulated as symbols of NUSAS' integrated nonracialism."28 In 1966 the University Christian Movement was formed as another multiracial organization opposed to apartheid, but within a year it had a black majority and was serving as a vehicle for dialogue among non-white students. This dialogue and communication further demonstrated to non-white students the need for their own organization that would reflect their distinct needs and objectives under the apartheid regime. In December 1968 a group of non-white students meeting at Marianhill called for the formation of the South African Students Organization (SASO), which was officially organized at the University of the North at Turfloop in July 1969.29 Steven Biko, who later became the leading spokesperson for the "Black Consciousness Movement," was SASO's first president, and in his book of essays I Write What I Like he argued that the formation of a separate student organization for non-white students was long overdue and represented independence from liberal white control. Because the organization was made up solely of non-whites-indigenous Africans, Coloured (mixed race), and Indian students-did not necessarily mean that it was "militant" or "racially inclined," but that non-white students had come to recognize their obligation to participate in the larger freedom struggle. "What SASO has done is simply to take stock of the present scene in the country and to realize that unless the non-white students decide to lift themselves from the doldrums will they ever get out of them. What we want is not black 210 visibility, but real black participation."30 Barney Pityana, who also served as a president of SASO, was even more explicit about these connections:
Black students owe their first allegiance to the black community with whom they share the burdens and injustices of apartheid.... It is essential for the black students to strive to elevate the level of consciousness of the black community in promoting awareness, pride, achievement, and capabilities. In the long run this will prove more valuable than the sentimental and idealistic attitude of perpetually trying to 'bridge the gap' between the races.31
Within the Black Consciousness Movement in general, and SASO in particular, the term "black" was used to designate all non-whites, including the Coloureds and East Indians. The Africanization of the university was one of the issues that sparked widespread student protests and boycotts at the University of the Western Cape (UWC) in Belleville in May 1973. The Coloured students at UWC had not been engaged in widespread protest. In May 1973 SASO president Henry Isaacs, a UWC graduate and law student, spoke at the University of Cape Town and denounced the conditions at the black universities and called for more black lecturers. It was reported that Isaacs declared that "only Blacks themselves could preserve their culture, and culture was a necessary function of the university." At that time students at UWC were not allowed to hold meetings without the consent of university officials, could not join "unapproved groups," and could not invite their own speakers to campus.38
Henry Isaacs was expelled from the university for making these remarks, and security police raided the homes of UWC students and arrested 11 students who were SASO members. Students marched on the nearby Caledon Square police station, and after several hours the SASO members were released. UWC students launched a boycott of classes, which led to the closing of the university; and they formulated a long list of grievances.
They decried the absence of black professors, racist attitudes and behavior toward the students by white professors and staff, discrepancies in the salaries between white and black staff members, poor housing conditions, and oppressive rules and regulations, such as the refusal to allow the SRC to choose its own speakers. The student unrest continued into July 1973 when Henry Isaacs was officially "banned" by Afrikaner government officials and prevented from meeting with large groups of people and speaking in public.39
After the university was reopened, Bantu Education Minister M. C. Botha appointed a commission to investigate the disturbances at UWC, and the Van Wyk Commission released its report in March 1974. It was reported that there was great dissatisfaction among the Coloured people in general over "the attitudes, practices, and laws which differentiated between whites and Coloured" and the fact that conservative whites controlled UWC. However, the commissioners blamed all the disturbances and unrest on SASO members "who provoked confrontations that led to the closure of the university. The students were ignorant of SASO's real intentions." The expulsion and banning of Henry Isaacs and other SASO members was necessary because it was clear that they "were going ahead with plans to cause more unrest on campus, to influence the staff association Black students in the U.S. and South Africa were willing to sacrifice their education and withdraw from the university altogether when their demands were not met and changes and improvements were not forthcoming. In many instances these students never returned to the university, or did not return until years later, but often became full-time political organizers, committing their lives and futures to the larger black freedom struggle.42 Black student activism on campus thus served as the training ground for participation in the larger freedom struggles. Moreover, the protests and expulsions at Southern University led to the Supreme Court decision in Gardner v. Louisiana, which ruled that students who were arrested in nonviolent protests could not be expelled from the university. And in the late 1960s student protests, marches, and boycotts led to the establishment of Black Studies programs at colleges and universities throughout the United States.43 At the University of the North and the University of the Western Cape, student protests hastened the eventual "Africanization of the university," which was acknowledged as a legitimate demand in the reports issued following the investigations of the student revolts.
Whereas in South Africa black student activism continued in the 1980s and 1990s, there was a significant decrease in black and white student activism in the U.S. after 1972. Many black and white students in the U.S. participated in the South African "divestment campaigns" and the "Free South Africa" movement, and organized protests to obtain Chicano Studies, Gay and Lesbian Studies, and Multicultural courses and programs at U.S. colleges and universities in the 1980s and 1990s. However, these activities were not as pervasive on college campuses as the earlier civil rights, antiwar, and student rights campaigns that came to define American higher education in the 1960s.44 And in South Africa in the 1980s and 1990s, the "black consciousness" movement gave way to "non- 
